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wuld^X- W s^ >» gl 


_jjfffriitA/'"* Ityis for-the ttlldroB 1 «m 4«lousi ovary nodorn 


•duc*tloR»l movement tonds to -belittle them Intel lectuallyi & 
noire oore-so- then tMe- ingenleu* attempt to teed normal ehlldron 


'/ i 




with the pap-meat which good for the men-tally sick 
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It was ably said the ether dayon-a public oooas ion that education- 
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should-profit by the .dlvoroe from psychology 6n the-one hand & 

VI „ '•1 f; 


[ren socioiogy on the other which Is now In progreesv but what if 




education- should use her 






■ a monstrous all lance with pathclogyf 


I- 


h*'”[ _i^jr.leftdi'y'raeijiion in a 

fo^mer__nunibB-i--^'"the i— the letters 1 have referred to 

V'urge upon me ajrather distasteful task. It Is time 1 shewed ay 
hand and gave some account of work, the principles & practioefof 
which should ,1 thlnk.be of general- use. Lika those lepers who 
feasted at the gates of a famished clty.l begin to taxe shame to 
nyseiry 




1 have attempted to unfold (in sevo-ral voluaos^a syst 


dm 


of educational theory resting upon a phrsiologlcal basis which 

e ^ 


seems to me abi^ to meet 


rational demand,. Some -of- it Is 


I. i ^ 'vmJ' f-1 ■ . 1 

i 'll' 


U'' .y 
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n»if, much of It Is old. Like th«- quality of obtoj, 1* la not 
stralaadjoartalnly it Is twice Classed, it blesses him that gives i 
him that takes t & a sort of radiancy of look- dlstinguishei - .. 

both the scholar t the teacher engaged’ in this manner of education; 


augural ^^Stfess at the Manchester tlniverslty 4^0 which i have 


of a comprehensive theory we shall widen our experience by attempt-. 


s ptssible to offer the light of such a comprehen- 


sive theory^g the result Is precisely what the professor Indicates, 


have occurred-to them.'^ 

one discovers a thing becaufe it Is there^g no sane person takes 
credit to himself for such discovery. On the contrary, he recog- 
nises with King Arthur that, -"These jewels, whereupon I chanced 

Divinely, ate for public use ". a 

^ ^ 

-Fort man? years I haVe had access to a sort of Aljla(j|in's cave 

which 1 long te-'-throw open'*teijpubIl-o use',.:,' . 

0TB than an undia t tnguiahad Englishwoman irho 


} 


but there are no startling resulfa to challenge attention. 

'' '■ > d. 

Professor Sompas Smith remarked . 




ing tae^s which would not otherwise have occurred to us",<.^r7P^ 



^a large number of teachers attempt’ tasks which would not otherwise 
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d forty yekrs to /th».diaB 0 Tszy& practice of a compreben- 

— " 

eery of edu 9 ^ti'on* people^* do- net perceive that X »peak 

/ U Ut<a ^ U\kL ^ 

with authlj^lty^ / Xhiy de - aot i pfi e uata e dt that ^ e ^ sole authority ^ 
for educatlonal/as /^or^^poetle^l utterances lies in the fitness of 

the tblng sal/; y/ u U a . p/ i y f u l we ^i * - tjie sp; ^g ^ puwfcg ; <r the - 

f -1 - Ak I', '/ . j 


a/ A ’^ 

4ieble 


th/e teaching/ profess lcn,±Oiii4a3r- 


■■Jri serXibg--^ 


o nr ■' rn m nffie l i J fu lT O th e ory' i r i nr ld n r t-rth n nl rl 


-yearr beoboie 


lA/t' 
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a nation/ef iirtelligent patriots >publie-splrlted citizens^ zealous 

fJ’ I ;'{l / < ^ ' 

frf- gt 


/lj 

ji-f - /^ 

/?v'W --Ci 


■woTits, ,, Soiie of the advantages ^ e f tli K mBth ed T -are^thati- 


fits all agesisven the seren ages of man! 
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t satisfies brilliant children ^ dlsccirers that the dull are 
int«ll Igonte It secures attention tlnterest>con<rentratlont 

without effort on*tho part *of teacher or tau^ht- 
Chlldren»I thlnk^ all childTen-,so taught express themselves in 
forcible g fluent English & use a copious vog mbulmry^ 

^Kost chlldien spell well. An unusual degree cf nervous stability 
is attained'also^ Intel lectual occupation seems to ^make 

for chastity In thought A Hfe# Parents become Interested 


in the schoolrcoTD workp % find the|_chl Idren’ delight ful* companions J 


I 




B 
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Children mwrrtwft dtllght in booKa (othar than story books) & a 
gemilno loirs sf knowledgs* Tsachors aro reliovod from much of 
the labour sf corrections. Children tau^^t according to this 
method dc exceptional ly well AiT^any school. it is unneoetsary 
to itimulate these jf# , yorung scholars by marks, 

prizes^,, honours 1 1st a, e to. 



Some thirty years ago | ^published a little book about the home 
education ol ohildren^^ people wrote asking how thos'O '^counsel a of 
perfection could be carried out with the aid of the private 
governess as she then exlstedf it occurred to- me that a series of 
curricula might be devised embodying sound princlpies £ securing 
that children should be in a positioB of less dependence on' their 
teacher than they than were; in other words that their education 
should be largely self-education. A sort of correspondence 
school- was set up,th« motto of whioh,-"I am ,1 can, 

I ought, I will^ has had much effect in throwing children upon 


la t e ?»t . PiitaftAy fft^esy pr e semt jposaibil itles, l^ H^miiben t duties a 
^ f r /l>— ^ /W 

determining poorer i mplied in th e p or sonaiH i r of - e ach. 


% 
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Thlldran are born persons'', is the first article of the 
educational c rddo In question . The response made by the 

children C ranging In age from six to eighteen) astonished m%l 

0 ^ ^ X 

they^shewed the power tff attention»ths avidity for knowledge, 

the elearnese of theught>the nice dlscrlmlnitlon In books^g the 

power of dedllng with many Bubjeets,fer which I had given them 

credit in advance* I need not repeat what 1 have uigec^ 

on the aubject of "Knewledge'y In for aex. Id+tora—to the Tlaea i -but 

— -t h e -rtr eet * oai^ apply a testi let him read to a child 

of any age from six to ton an account of Incident In ihn ng] 

>a*a,Aaj, graphically g tersely told^g the child will rela^t* what 

he has hear^ point by point : tboi^h not word for word, 

g will add delightful original touchesi what la more, he will 

j feaa d the passage moiiths later because he ha5- visualised the scene 

a appropriated that bit knowledge. A rhetorical passage, 

written In joumalesd^ makes no impression on hinu if the passage 

be read pore than once, he becomes let ter-perf ect ,but the spirit, 

the individuality has gone oat of the exercise. An older boy 

or girl wHl read one p f Bacon's Essays, say, a passage from De 

Oulncey.g^wrlte or tel^very forcibly g with some style .either at 


t 
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th# moment op months- later. We ttnovf how Ooierihge recited a 
whole pampMet of Burkrfe at a college supper though- he had probably 
reaa It no more than on ce.^ 

CRere on tho 7ery surface is the ^^i^.key to that attentioni Interest 

a 

literary/ stylo »wide vocabulary 1 love of books Jreadlnesa In 
speaking tjrr'oper ?/?/. to ar education that is only begun -at aehool 

J I 

4 '' 

i, continued throughout life; these are things that we ^ 
desire^ ghto" Is some part of the open secret which we’ are labouring 
to disclose, "for publio use". I say 'we’ because there are many 
labourers- at this work^t'T'^^'^ ^Ike to name one' Interpreter' 

who tntirdly knows this oomp/shens iv© thaoTy whiM it Is not easy 
to know bacau£ a it arabraoa;^a gtaat deal Jit who ls"uttarly doTOted 
to” what seams to us a «*mt causa. MorCoYar at the House of 
the Interpreter^ inf oration may be had it illustrative matter may 

I am anxious to bring a quite sucoassful educational 
epperlmaTit before the publljj_at a moment when the Lo^d Chai^ ( 

cel lor declases^ the urgent need of the- sub^jiect _QX^dueatien ' 

\\ interestlngf" a d^-ktn in*whloh he Is supported by the prlmatSfaf 
I am tfbre|by public opinion. Here Is Education whlOh'ls iniorsotfe 






tntersstlng as a fine art to parents , children A teachers. 

During the last twenty years * thousands of children educated on the* 

lines have grown up In lov* with kewirledga t manifesting "a right 

// 

Judgment In all things so far as a pretty wide curriculum 

hundreds of 


gives them data. Chi Id An are at 

in some forty boys’ preparatory sc 


In s chool rooms » 


cols j 


i/r 


Iris* ^ schoMs. tj^ classes; 

they are taught by abii^t three /hundreld trained #any - “ 

/ ' / ' 

untrained teacherai ^e tralned/teftcherk have studied the principles 
& practices cl thls/nethed lo^ two yean in a residential train- 


ine College^ 


f he untrained- teachers eta gocd & conscientious 

A . ■ 


work»but only InAo far as they 


th(e principles which under 


lie the w^rk da they^atfcosed^i^ orfio Ag gj w - ~6€>cmu. 

^ jr / ^>vyri 6 dj ^ 

If has been^ objected that tnis work is confined to 

the children df the rfd well-to-do educated classes, 

/ '/ I 

a fact whlck|is supposed to account for its sitccess. But it will 

be allawed tkat the Average home-taught child does not dlstlng- 

/ / 

uish hlmselr whhn/hs"goas to school j these children^however, 
are remarKed upoii lor their power ol attention & the wide 


range ol the ljUtcnowl edge 




I aay knowledgef 


mlTwi a point py^-P^Trred to 


99 


mak9 


■Ic if e' W 


W". 

not bftcoi i 3 « .i^nowl ^ 4 ^© untf-i' It 
the reclpienl# 


has'^been actW 


j t ha ^ information doe s 
updn'TsjThe mind of 


It la of necessity & not of choiee that our efforts are confined 
to the children the Kpper the girls of th^^class/& 

the yoamg bojs are practioally the only chifcdren available for 
such an educational experiment* - This , experiment 4^ founded on 
long study#not of the 'child mlnd'^^there is auchi^fthin^j^/ — 

^ovG has no nonage nor the mlnd»" is t like all pfiLfkJinB poetry^ 

V (rv^ 

true in twic-yyi 

knowledge . 


of the behaYlour of the mind with regard to 
If we/should be allowed hereafter to do thhse 


good works which we a/dently desire but get no opportunity to 
aoeomplish here,! ho^e to find myself/ at h e ad 

I j, ' /large elementary abhool *n which the children are students, each 

^ 7 

t..-< 


engaged with hls/own copy of the book in use, the teacher'^ reading* 

with his class/aa a college tutor reads with raenj a t - the h e a d, too, 
, , / 

^ a big Clps* High School j^wori<i*e under the same oondltionsi g. 


one of the grait public School 


may 1 whisper Itt.^ 

J <ivur>^ 

where mucn more a^varlous reading -rsajlljag should bo aooompllshed 
than seemb possible at present. 



*^t^% ■ V ^ L >4^ i^t^/ ^ ^ Y 

Rs»dlngrR9*ding!Why this emphasis on reading In an age when, ^ 
"Things ate In the mm6dl6,l ride mankind-^ Because it Is Just here 
that much educational wor^ fallaj there are a few gltis or boys 
oi fine intelligence in every school itheso read ,both during school 
life A afterwards! but nine-tenths of the schollts in most schools 
enter on adult life without having formed the reading habit, 

I would have children tau^kt to read before they learn the mech- 
anical art of readingi A they learn delightfully) they give perfoht 
attention to a pier^graph or a page which/ is read to them, A are able 
to relate the matter, point by point, in their, own worda t but they 
ff l t T demand classical English A cannot learn to read In this 
sense upon anything e l e e . They begin their 'schooling' in letters 
at six, A begin at the same time to learn the mochaalcal arts of 
reading A writing. A child does not lose by spendlnp a couple of 
years in acquiring these because he is meanwhile’ reading the Bible, 
hlstory,Geography, tales, with close attention a remarkable power 
of reproduction, or rather, of translation into his own language^ 
he is acquiring a copious vocabulary, A the hatflt of consecutive 
speech. ItJ a word,l^^ls an educated ohi'^d'j from the flrst,.A his 


power of dei 
T) jhornlng' s'feol 


wltli 


, I 

several botoks In the course _of a 


»lnorea@€a wi/th bis 

I ,/ 
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Bat children are not all al ike » there la as mu ch differeiico betwien 
them aa between m|n 1^ wom^iif o*i*y ifea-twTd*^ a email boytuot quite 


anything In fUfUttUtU languages, & was now teaching 

hlmaelf the Greek characters tOould find his way about the 
continental eradshaWj^ was a chubby, vigorous little person- All 


of course, just as a man with such aceoaipl ishments is exceptional; 
but I believe that all children bring with them much capacity 


capaoity, (always in advance of motor power J, which we are apt to 

H ■ 

drown in deluges of explanat lon,or dissipate in futile labours e^ 
the treaduLL l-l-^^e-ydAr- 

The world Is divided Infco persoiis^ho read £ think A persona who 
do not read A thinki ^ the buslnesB of schools is to/ see that all 
^ their scholars sha ig ^lo the former c]/as3;^h^king is 

Inseparable from t: Ing which is concerned with content 


The children 1 am speaking of are much occupied with things as well 
as with books ^because 'Education is the Science of lelatlons' is 


six, came to schoo^ljCby post)i ^ his record was, that he could read 


this! boy brings with him when he comes to school'lls exceptioni 



which is not recognised by their teachers, chiefly^ intellectual 


of a passage A not 



with 44#' prince 1 



i 
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the plfinolple which regulatea their curriculum; that a 

L- 


child goes te school with many apjUtudes^he should put 

Into effect) as he learns a good deAl of - science , because children 


have no difficulty In understanding principles, though technical 
details baffle them. Re does various handicrafts that he may 
knew the feel of wood, clay, leather, & the joy of handling tools, that 
is, that he hay establish a due relation with materials. But, always, 
it is the bock^,the knowledge, the elay,the bird or blossom, 
he thinks of, not his own place or his own progress]^. 


theory we advance is necessary to the open-minded teacher who 
would give our practices a trial, because every detail of school- 


bookai but in education as in religion It Is the motive that count 
a the boy jiho reads his lesson Xor a *good mark* becomes letter- 


I am afraid that some knowledge of the 


be quite easy without much thought to experiment with cur use of 



Education Is chaotlo for want of 


Inclpl es are obvious ^ simple 


no Dther oomp-rehenflion- I 




ry oqCdiL4i =toi 






i-iftfr .ocapi^55*lT» th«orjr--in thw^-Xfs^Tt'ifhlctt 

5r^0B U* STSxy occasion ,nlgit it not 

/' 

ono' which Is ImmadlJitely practicable s always 


pleasanff^hap proved Itself by produc Ing oany/ capable, serviceable, 

/ / / ^ / 

dutiful/ men ^ /women ^of soundOudement i, wiling mindT 

!/ ^ 

In urging a method of self-eduKtion for 


children in lieu of the vicarious eduction which pxedaila^ t should 
like to dwell on the enormous relief to teachers, a Bueia self- 

e 

sacrificing i greatly overburdened class*uf llie euiiiinn Lji^lt is— just 
ue fu/%L ww 4 >ce{v(^ ' / 

the difference /between driving a hprse,i a horse heavy in hand; the 

former covers the ground of his own oay will the^drlver 


thtf ' w e ^ ' i ^TTs The taacher^a A^^l i the^ guide , ©hi iBopher 

UixaU/ru-'^HaiJL 

it friend, of-hlo eoholar^ || y-v e r - t h- o ngoft^ o f — iNi i u u d I © t lec^ ua 1 
feeding* 


f 
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